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Principles of Democracy
Democracy is a system of government where the people choose their representatives, usually by elections.  The representatives then govern the people based on the power granted to them by winning  the election  Democracy is the method that many countries have chosen as the best way to meet the diverse needs of their citizens. 


The aim of democracy is the “common good”.  In a democracy, governments make decisions that reflect the will of the majority.  The government is limited in its powers and must respect people’s rights and freedoms.  A poor leader will not be elected, or not be re-elected.  Politicians who want to be re-elected must try to satisfy the needs of the people they serve.  This is one of the key points in “Responsible Government” - the politicians are responsible to the electorate. 


A democratic society is based on the following principles:

Majority Rule



In a democracy, an important principle is that the will of the majority (what most people want) should prevail.   Government representatives are usually chosen on the basis of who received the majority of seats or votes.

The Common Good

Democratic citizens should work towards making everyone in the society safe, secure and happy. They should have a sense of responsibility and caring for others.

The Rule of Law



In a democracy, everyone must adhere to the same laws (including the leaders and the police/military). Laws should be known by all, predictable and impartial. Even the government is subject to the laws, and must obey them.

Fundamental Rights and Freedoms

All citizens are entitled to certain rights and freedoms.  (In Canada these are laid out in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms) In an ideal democracy everyone is equal and has the right and freedom to vote, run for office and speak about public issues without intimidation.  All citizens have the freedom to speak (expression), to peacefully assemble, to form associations, and to their own beliefs (including freedom of religion). The rights of the minority are to be protected and respected by the majority (minorities have the same rights as everyone else).

Human Dignity and Respect

Democratic citizens should respect the rights of others and uphold the dignity of all people.  They should be tolerant of the differences of others if they wish others to tolerate their differences.  

Responsibility

Responsibility is defined as accepting the consequences of your actions (good or bad).  For every right granted to a citizen there is a corresponding responsibility, and our rights are not absolute.  The right to free speech does not allow a person to yell “fire” in a crowded theatre for example.

Stewardship

The decisions made by governments impact on us today, but they may also have long term impacts on future generations.  For example the use of nuclear power plants might help us with our current power supply, but the wastes they generate will be hazardous for generations to come.  The decisions we make must be good for us, but they must also be good for our grand children and great grandchildren too.

Participation

If the decisions of government are to truly reflect the will of the people then the people must take an active part in democracy - by voting, by making their opinions known to their representatives.  If people do not participate then they must accept the decisions made by others who did take part.
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